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CONFIDENTIAL BAMAKO 0154 
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SUBJECT: FRANCO -AFRICAN DAKAR CONFERENCE 

REF: (A) STATE 2032, (B) BAMAKO 049 

1 . MALI IS ONE OF STATES WHOSE 
SUPPORT FOR SOVIET -CUBAN 

EFFORTS IN ANGOLA AND WHOSE ACCEPTANCE OF INCREASED SOVIET 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE HAVE AROUSED CONCERN IN NEIGHBORING 
COUNTRIES. SHOULD WORRIED STATES SET UP COLLABORATIVE 
DEFENSE ARRANGEMENTS AT DAKAR CONFERENCE, MALI WOULD 
UNDOUBTEDLY FEEL ISOLATED AND IN EVEN GREATER NEED OF 
SOVIET SUPPORT. CONFERENCE COULD, HOWEVER, PROVIDE 
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IDEAL OPPORTUNITY FOR OTHER STATES TO ENMOURAGE REDUCTION 
IN MALIAN DEPENDENCE ON SOVIET ASSISTANCE. IN THIS 
REGARD, FOLLOWING FACTORS ARE RELEVANT: 

). IN MALIAN PERSPECTIVE, SOVIET UNION IS ONLY ADEQUATE 
SOURCE OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE. WEST GERMAN MILITARY 
AID TO MALI IS LIMITED TO LIGHT ENGINEER TRAINING SUPPORT 
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AND A FOUR-MAN MILITARY MISSION IN BAMAKO (ONE LT. COL. 

AND THREE NCO'S). CHINESE CANNOT PROVIDE LEVEL OF FUNDING 
OR HARDWARE MALIANS WANT. RETURN TO RELIANCE ON FRENCH 
SOURCES WOULD BE UNACCEPTABLE REGRESSION TO COLONIAL MODE. 

MALI RECOGNIZES THAT UNITED STATES WISHES TO CONCENTRATE 
ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. MALI IS DETERMINED TO HAVE WHAT 
ITS BANKRUPT COFFERS CANNOT AFFORD -A MODERN ARMED FORCE 
-AND HAS TURNED TO SOVIET UNION TO PROVIDE IT. 

3. MALI'S MILITARY RULERS DO NOT VIEW THEIR OWN MILITARY 
ESTABLISHMENT AS ANYTHING BUT MODEST. WITH SEVEN 
NEIGHBORING STATES AND ABOUT 4,400 MILES OF FRONTIER TO 
PATROL AND DEFEND.MALI'S 3,500-MAN ARMY IS NOT SEEN AS 
MENACING. WITH ANOTHER 1,500 MEN IN GENDARMERIE AND 

BORDER PATROL UNITS, TOTAL ARMED STRENGTH IS ABOUT 5,000. 

IT INCLUDES SMALL SOVIET-TRAINED AND SUPPLIED AIR FORCE 
WITH THREE MIG-21'S AND FEWER THAN 10 MIG-15'S AND 17'S. 

MALI HAS TWO MILITARY TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT, A DC-3 AND AN 
ANTONOV-26. 

4. WHILE NO LONGER CONCERNED ABOUT UPPER VOLTA BORDER, 

MALI DOES HAVE PROBLEMS WITH POLISARIO RAIDERS USING MALI 
AS SANCTUARY. WE BELIEVE THAT MALIANS HAVE PLEDGED TO 
MAURITANIANS TO PREVENT POLISARIO FROM USING MALIAN 
TERRITORY. A MOVE WHICH HAS INCURRED ALGERIAN DISPLEASURE. 

WE HEAR REPORTS THAT ALGERIANS HAVE MOVED SOME TROOPS 
ACROSS MALIAN BORDER IN REMOTE SIXTH REGION TO PUT 
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PRESSURE ON MALI IN CONNECTION SAHARA ISSUE. MALIAN 
MILITARY CAPABILITY, ALTHOUGH MODEST IN COMPARISON TO 
THAT OF ALGERIA, DOES ENABLE MALI TO RESIST ALGERIAN 
PRESSURES AND CONTINUE ITS CLOSE ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIP 
IN OMVS WITH MAURITANIA AND SENEGAL. 

5. MALIAN LEADERSHIP DOES NOT UNIFORMLY FAVOR LARGE 
SOVIET MILITARY PROGRAM. SOME CIVILIAN LEADERS RESENT LACK 
OF EFFECTIVE SOVIET CONTRIBUTION TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 
MINISTER OF DEFENSE WOULD LIKE TO DIVERSIFY SOURCES OF 

AID AND REDUCE DEPENDENCE ON SOVIETS. HE HAS REPEATEDLY 
REQUESTED ENGLISH-LANGUAGE LABORATORY FOR HIS OFFICERS. 

TO SOME MEMBERS OF RULING MILITARY COMMITTEE, DOMINANT SOVIET 
PRESENCE IS TOO REMINISCENT OF PREVIOUS KEITA REGIME. 

6. MALIANS ARE EXTREMELY SENSITIVE TO CHARGES THAT 
SOVIET MILITARY ASSISTANCE INFLUENCES THEIR DECISIONS 
OR THAT SUPPORT FOR SOVIET-CUBAN EFFORTS IS ANYTHING 
BUT SOVEREIGN EXERCISE OF MALI'S NON ALIGNED WILL. THIS 
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SENSITIVITY WILL MAKE MALI RESISTANT BUT NONETHELESS 
VULNERABLE TO CRITICISM BY FELLOW AFRICAN STATES. MALI 
WOULD NOT LIKE ITS MILITARY TIES TO INVALIDATE ITS 
HALLOWED 

NON-ALIGNED CREDENTIALS. FRANCO-AFRICAN CONFERENCE 
IN DAKAR IS, THEREFORE, EXCELLENT OCCASION FOR OTHER 
AFRICAN CHIEFS-OF-STATE TO INCREASE EFFORTS TO ENCOURAGE 
MALIAN PRESIDENT TRAORE TO RETURN TO TRUE NON-ALIGNMENT 
AND TO KEEP SOVIET MILITARY ASSISTANCE WITHIN BOUNDS 
ACCEPTABLE TO WEST AFRICAN COMMUNITY (REF B ). 

BYRNE 
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